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In their review of related studies, Wu el al. concluded 
that “the association between aspirin use and increased 
risk of neovascular age – related macular degeneration 
(AMD) was identified” (1). There are, however, several 
complexities that remain to be elucidated.  Long-term 
studies have not been conducted, so the apparent 
relationship may be restricted to a short term effect.  
Additionally, other confounding factors may contribute 
to AMD development.  For example, often overlooked in 
current studies is the underlying genetic disorder. Several 
gene polymorphisms (such as those of complement 
activation genes, glutathione S transferase genes, etc.) 
have been identified as playing a role in the 
pathophysiology of AMD (2–3). Thus polymorphisms 
have never been assessed in the relationship with aspirin 
intake. If, in fact, there is a direct association between 
aspirin usage and AMD development, the question arises 
as to whether there should be new precautions issued 
for aspirin users. 
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